Yukon Medical Association

Medical Student and Resident Electives
2026-2027 Funding FAQ

For YMA members

Why is YMA introducing a pre-approval process?

Under the new Memorandum of Agreement, funding available through the Resident and Medical Student Support
Fund is more limited than in previous years. Historically, YMA-YG funds often carried a surplus, which allowed
YMA to accommodate more medical student and resident reimbursement requests with fewer restrictions.

For 2026-2027, available funding is more constrained. A pre-approval process will help YMA identify planned
placements in advance, earmark available funds, and better manage future claims.

What period does this apply to?

This applies to medical student and resident electives taking place between April 1, 2026 and March 31, 2027.

How many placements is YMA currently estimating?

YMA is currently estimating approximately 94 students/placements may access the fund during the 2026-2027
fiscal year.

Who needs to complete the pre-approval form?

Any medical student or resident who is planning to complete an elective in the Yukon and who may seek
reimbursement through the Resident and Medical Student Support Fund should complete the pre-approval form
before their placement begins.

This includes learners placed with family physicians, acute care physicians, specialists, and visiting specialists.

Where is the pre-approval form?
The pre-approval form is available on the YMA website: https://yukondoctors.ca/resident-support

Who should direct the student or resident to complete the form?

If you are supervising, or planning to supervise, a medical student or resident during the 2026-2027 fiscal year,
please direct them to complete the pre-approval form before their placement begins.

What does pre-approval mean?

Pre-approval allows YMA to confirm eligibility and earmark available funding before a learner arrives in the Yukon.
This helps ensure YMA can better anticipate future claims and manage the limited fund responsibly.

Does pre-approval guarantee reimbursement?

Pre-approval confirms that funding has been earmarked for an eligible learner, subject to the learner meeting the
program requirements and submitting the necessary documentation after the placement.

Can a medical student or resident still complete an elective in the Yukon if they are not approved for funding?
Yes. Completing a Yukon elective is not dependent on receiving YMA funding.

If a medical student or resident is not approved for funding, they may still complete an elective in the Yukon if they
wish to proceed and if their preceptor agrees to take them on. However, they may not be eligible for
reimbursement through the Resident and Medical Student Support Fund.

What happens if a learner does not complete the pre-approval form?

Learners who do not complete the pre-approval form before their placement may not be eligible for
reimbursement through the Resident and Medical Student Support Fund.

Are preceptor payments affected by learner pre-approval?

Yes. Preceptor payments are connected to approved learner placements and the availability of earmarked
funding. Preceptor payments may not be available for placements involving learners who have not been approved
in advance.

What about residents who come to Yukon with visiting specialists?

YMA recognizes that visiting specialists have, in the past, brought residents with them who have accessed this
fund. Going forward, these residents will also need to complete the pre-approval process if they are seeking
reimbursement support.
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YMA will also communicate this expectation to visiting specialists.
Should physicians continue arranging new learner placements for 2026-2027?

Given the current funding limits, YMA is asking members to avoid arranging additional learner placements for
2026-2027 that are dependent on funding from this program until YMA has completed a clearer inventory of
existing commitments and confirmed available funding.

This does not prevent physicians from accepting unfunded learners where appropriate. However, there should be
no expectation of reimbursement unless the learner has been pre-approved. Please speak with YMA CEO or Dr.
Julie Warren for status updates for 2026-2027.

Why is this change necessary?

Medical student and resident electives are an important part of physician recruitment, rural medical education,
and exposing future physicians to practice in the Yukon. However, with more limited funding, YMA needs to
ensure the program is sustainable, transparent, and aligned with available resources.

Advance tracking and pre-approval will help YMA support learners and preceptors fairly while avoiding
overcommitting limited funds.
What is being planned for 2027-2028?

YMA and Government of Yukon are working together to develop a plan for how medical student and resident
electives will be managed for the period of April 1, 2027 to March 31, 2028.

This planning may include determining the number of placements that can be supported, identifying priority areas
or learner groups, and establishing clear dates for when applications will be reviewed and approved. Because the
available budget will be significantly lower than in previous years, some students and residents may need to be
prioritized over others.

YMA will provide members with more information once the 2027-2028 process is confirmed.

Who can members contact with questions?
Members can contact YMA at funds@yukondoctors.ca.
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